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THE PEASANTRY
IT can hardly be difficult, even for a foreigner, to realize
from what has gone before why modern Spain should be
in a state of permanent social unrest. There is still a strong
element of deep-rooted feudalism, and at every street corner
and on every landscape can be seen or felt the influence of
the Roman Catholic Church. There was less recovery from
the world financial and economic crisis than in any other
European country. Industrial output had fallen ; methods
of production and distribution are still almost mediaeval
by German, English, or American standards. About
twenty thousand landowners, together with the Church,
own approximately four-fifths of the land, and during
the three years 1933-35 the Right Wing Government
cancelled on a wholesale scale collective agreements by
which industrial wages and those of the peasants had been
almost doubled. It should be noted that the average daily
wage of an industrial worker in the towns, before those
collective agreements and after their cancellation, was not
more than about four pesetas or less than two shillings; and
agricultural wages were even lower.
Before the fall of the monarchy in 1931 there had been
tens of thousands of peasants who were permitted by the
landowners to cultivate a very small piece of land ; by the
end of 1934 the Right Government had driven them off,